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Kinh Thanh Jerusalem

inh Thanh Jerusalem trén cao va gitta nhiing
Kngon dbi trong viing dbi ndi Judea. Noi day duoc
Thién Chua chic phic va chon lam noi thd phuong
Ngai. TU noi day, céc triét gia, tién tri, va Dic Kitd
da tuyén ngdn vé luat luan Iy vinh ctu va tinh yéu
thuong ddng loai. Clng tai noi day, ngon lira ddc tin
thiét 1ap nhing luat 1é vé tén gido, nén cong chinh,
va niém tin cho nhan loai. Bay 14 th d6 ton gido clia
mot ndra nhan loai. Bbi véi ngudi Do Théi, Jerusalem
1a biéu tuong clia vinh quang qua kht va ky vong
trong tuong lai. B&i véi ngudi Kitd hiwu, day 1a kinh
thanh noi Bac Giésu hoat ddng, déng thdi 1a noi Ngai
chiu chét va sbng lai. Bbi véi ngudi Hoi Gido, day 1a
noi ho tin tudng tién tri Mahomed vé trdi. Jerusalem,

Cha Van Chi va Poan Hanh Huong tai Jerusalem

210 i Tinks Gerusatem Jerusilem

JERUSALEM

erusalem, standing high amidst the poor
]]udean hills, has been crowned as queen of
the world’s cities for 30 centuries. Blessed with
nothing material, it was chosen by God to be the
bulwark of monotheism. From its barren hills, the
philosophers, the prophets and Christ launched
the eternal laws of moral and brotherly love.
From its ground spread the flames of faiths which
established the rule of justice and religious beliefs
between people blinded by error and idolatry. “For
out of Zion shall go forth the Law and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem.” It is the religious capital
of half ofithe human ‘race. To the Jews it-is the
symbol of their past glories and the hope of their




ngudn gbc clia niém tin va hoa binh, thanh
thanh clia thé gidi, ciing 13 thanh phd cida su
so hai, chién tranh, va mau d8. Pa cé nhiéu
cudc chién tranh trong kinh thanh. Buéc di
trong kinh thanh Jerusalem la budc di trén
mau dao cla nhén loai qua nhlng cudc
chién tranh trai dai trong lich st. Jerusalem
bi bao vay téi 50 1an, bi chiém déng 36 lan,
va bi phd huy 10 1an. Nhing nguyén thuy
clia Jerusalem bi mAt mat. Kinh thanh dugc
nhic t6i trong Thanh Kinh thoi Abraham véi
tén goi la Salem cé nghia la hoa binh: “Va
Melkisédé, Vua Salem dang banh ruou 1én
Thién Chta, Ngai la linh muc cia Thién Chta
T8i Cao.” (Gen. 13:18). Vao thé ky 10 trude
Chda Giang Sinh, Vua David chiém lai kinh
thanh tU tay ngudi Jebusites. Sau do, kinh
thanh bién thanh tha dé, va 1a noi dat dé
Hom Bia Giao Uéc.

future. To the Christians it is the city of Jesus’ last ministry,
the city which saw Jesus die and arise from the dead. To
the Moslems it is the city where the Prophet Mohamed is
believed to have ascended in heaven. Jerusalem, source
of faiths and peace, the world’s most sacred city, has
also been a city of terror, war and blood. The sword has
devoured its children throughout its long history. There
have been more wars fought at its gates than in any other
world. Towalk in and around Jerusalem is to walk over a sea
of human blood. Jerusalem has been besieged more than
50 times, conquered 36 times and destroyed 10 times.
The origins of Jerusalem are lost in the mists of antiquity.
It was first mentioned in the Bible during the time of
Abraham under the name of Salem which means peace:
"And Melchizedek, King of Salem brought forth bread and
wine, and he was the priest of the Highest God.” (Gen.
13:18). In the 10th century B.C David captured the city
from the Jebusites, made it his capital, and brought into it
the Ark of the Covenant.
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Twwng Thanh Jerusalem

udng thanh Jerusalem hién nay duoc kién trdc
Tvé xay dung qua nhiéu nién dai khac nhau.
Mé6 hinh hién nay dugc xady dung tu thoi ngudi
ThS Nhi Ky chiém déng dudi thdi Suleiman the
Magnificent vao nam 1542 A.D. Tuong thanh cao
40 feet va day 2 feet 5, c6 tat ca 34 thép canh
va 8 clra: New Gate, Damascus Gate, Herod Gate,
St. Stephen' Gate, Golden Gate, Dung Gate, Zion
Gate, va Jaffa Gate.

THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM

he present impressive walls of Jerusalem are
Tadditions from different periods of construction.
They were rebuilt in their final form as they appear
today by the Turks, under their great ruler Suleiman
the Magnificent in 1542 A.D. In these walls, which
are 2' miles in circumference and average 40 feet
in height, there are 34 towers and 8 gates — the
New Gate, Damascus Gate and Herod’s Gate in the
northern wall; St. Stephen’s Gate and the Golden
Gate (closed by the Turks in 1530) in the eastern wall;
the Dung Gate and Zion Gate in the southern wall

and Jaffa Gate in the western wall.

Tuwong Thavh Jerusalewn

THE WALLS OF JERUSH
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Bue tuwong phva Tay

The llestern Uall

A e R L T s TR

Dén Do Thai bén bitc Tudng phia Tay cau nguyén va than khéc

228 zu tusng plota Ty Thelestern Wall



Bite Tuong Phia Tay

c Tuong Phia Tay hay Bac Tudng Than Khéc
B(Westem Wall or Wailing Wall) la Thanh Bia quan
trong nhat ctia ngudi Do Théi. D6 1a di tich duy nhat
con lai clia Bén Thd Jerusalem. Bic Tudng Phié Tay
13 mét phan cla buc tudng Pén Thd tht 2 do Vua
Herod xay dung vao nam 20 B.C. Titus vao nam 70
A.D. da dung khu vuc nay biéu duong su vi dai cta
quan linh Roma. Ho da phé huy tit ca Bén Th. Trong
thoi dé Qudc Roma, ngudi Do Théi khéng duoc dén
Jerusalem. Tuy nhién, vao thdi Byzantine, ngudi Do
Thai duoc phép dén méi ndm 1 1an vao ngay ky niém
Pén Thd bi pha huy, dé ho tudng nhd, khéc than,
va dau thuong trén nhing di tich ctia Bén Thd. Do
d6, phan nay con dugc goi 1a Bic Tudng Than Khéc
(Wailing Wall). Phong tuc ngudi Do Théi ciu nguyén va

THE WESTERN WALL

he Western Wall (Wailing Wall) is the holiest
Tshrine of the Jewish world. It is revered as the
last relic of the last temple. The Western Wall is a
portion of the retaining wall that Herod built around
the second Temple in 20 B.C. Titus,.in.the year 70
A.D., spares this part of the wall with its huge blocks
to show future generations the greatness of the
Roman soldiers who had been able to destroy the
rest of the building. During the Roman period, Jews
were not allowed to come to Jerusalem. However,
during the Byzantine period, they were allowed to
come to come once a year on the anniversary of the
destruction of the Temple to lament the dispersion
of their people and weep over the ruins of the Holy
Temple, which is why this section of the wall became
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than khéc tai Bic Tudng Phia tay kéo dai nhiéu thé
ky. Tu nam 1948 — 1967, ngudi Do Théi khéng duoc
phép tham viéng Bic Tudng vi né thudc vé 1anh thd
clia ngudi Jordan. Sau cudc chién 6 ngay, Bic Tudng
Than Khéc trd thanh noi tham viéng va thd phuong.
Khung canh nay cé thé chia téi ca ngan ngudi dén
day hanh huong.

The Western Wall

known as the Wailing Wall. The custom of praying at
the wall continued for centuries. From 1948 — 1967
Jews were not allowed to visit the wall as it was in the
Jordanian section of the city. After the Six Day War,
the Wailing Wall became a place for national rejoicing
as well as a place of worship. A large esplanade was

cleared to accommodate thousands of worshippers.
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