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ang Rakel, vo cia T8 Phu Jacob chét trén achel died and was buried on the way to Ephrata,
dudng vé Ephrata. Jacob xay mot ngdi md Rthat is Bethlehem. Jacob erected a memorial over her
tudng nhé Rakel tai day. (Genesis 35:16-20). MOt grave and this memorial marks Rachel’s grave to this day.
dai ky niém vom cung nhdé dugc xay dung tai ddy  (Genesis 35:16-20). The small domed monument over the
vao thé ky 15. Ngbi méd cia Rakel 1a noi Thanh tomb dates from the 15th century. The tomb is sacred to
clia dan Do Thai, Hoi Gido, va Céng Gido. Nhiing  Jews, Moslems and Christians. Women of the area visit
phu nt tai day thudng viéng md Rakel va cdu the tomb and often pray for fertility and successful child
nguyén dé gia dinh dugc sung tic va sinh ha con birth. The older generation of Bethlehem women still
céi duoc may lanh. Nhing phu ni 16n tudi viing wears the traditional costume — a long black belted robe,
Belem thudng méc nhing y phuc ¢6 truyén véi  and a white veil flowing down to the shoulders. A string
4o dai that lung den va pht dau bang khan mau  of coins attached to a red cone is worn on the head. This

tring xudng téi tan vai. type of dress was brought here by Crusaders.
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Di tich trong Dién Herodium
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ién Herodium nam trong sa mac Judea

khoang 5 dim vé hudng déng nam
Belem, giéng nhu mét cai chén, duoc xay
dung do Vua Herod. Chung quanh la nhiing
day nha vua chta, nhing khu vudn, va hd
nudc, véi 200 bac bang dé cAm thach tring
dan t6i lau dai trén dinh. Ong Josephus
dién td dién Herodium nhu sau: “Mac du
chi 13 noi vua 3, v6i nhiéu céng trinh kién
trGc vi dai, nhung dién nay gibng nhu mot
” Vua Herod
bang ha tai Jericho nhung dugc an tang

thanh phdé hon 1a mét lau dai.

tai day trong ngdi mo duoc trang trf nhiéu
vang bac chau bau. bién Herodium dugc
khai quat do cha V. Corbo. Trong nhiing
nam 1962-196%, ngudi ta khai quat va
kh&m phé thdy nhiéu thanh luj, thép canh,
va phong tim...
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ith its conical summit resembling a volcano, the
WHerodium stands in the wilderness of Judea 5 miles
southeast of Bethlehem. Climbing to the summit you will find
that the “creator” is man-made and in its cup lays the ruins
of a magnificent fortified palace which was built by Herod the
Great. Round the base were royal apartments, terraced gardens
and pools, and 200 steps of the purest white marble led to the
citadel on the top. Josephus, describing the Herodium wrote
"Though meant only as a residence for a king, by a great number
of structures, variety of conveniences, splendour and extent of
the whole, the palace had the appearance of a city rather than
a castle”. Herod died in Jericho but he was buried here in a
bier which was solid gold studded with precious stones. The
Herodium has now been excavated by Fr. V. Corbo with financial
aid from the Italian government. During four campaigns, (1962~
1967) all of the outer perimeter of the fortress and some of the
head towers, plus the baths have been revealed. There is as yet
no trace of Herod'’s tomb.
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* Sdng tdc nam 1976.

o Tram Khiic Hoan Ca tdp 3, in nam 1977,
Viét Nam.

o Trong Tuyén Tdp Tram Khiic Hoan Ca Tdp I,

in nam 1996, Australia, Trang 274.

Trich trong CD Me Qué Huong Viét Nam, do

Ca sT Ngoc Huong, Phdt Hanh nam 1999,

USA.

Sdch Me Qué Huong Viét Nam Trang 67.

Composed in 1976.

In the “Tram Khiic Hoan Ca 3" - The 3rd
Hymnal Booklet of Meditative and Joyful
Songs, printed in Vietnam, 1977.

In the Anthology of “Tram Khiic Hoan

Ca,” volume I printed in Australia, 1996,
page 274.

In the CD “Me Qué Huong Viét Nam

— Mother of Vietnam Country”, performed by
Singer Ngoc Huong, published in 1999, USA.
In the Book “Mother of Vietnam Country,”
page 67.

ua mot vin tho Phdp Ngit: “Con chdng xin

déng gi ciing chdng xin chi, con chi dén day
tham nhin ngdm dung nhan Me yéu.” Tdc gid bat
gdp niém cim xiic dat dao va dét thanh giai diéu
Tinh Trong Im Ling ndm 1976, dua trén hé thong
Ngii Cung Viét Nam thuong mén, trong ting dm
thanh no tron dang kinh Me. Loi tho duyén ddng,
nét nhac than thuong, trdi dai thanh nhiing o
kinh dn tink v tha thiét dang lén Me yéu thuong
trong chudi ngay thuong dau trén Qué Huong Viét
Nam nhung nhd trong giai dogn 1976 dén 1977.

his song was a French poem, a beautiful prayer

to the Blessed Virgin Mary: “I am not offering
anything, nor do I ask for anything. 1 come only to
see your beautiful face, my beloved mother.” Those
words touched the composer's heart as he wrote the
song “Tinh Trong Im Ldng — Love in Silence” in
1976. The song is based on the pentatonic scale of
Vietnamese traditional music. The words and music
harmonize so beautifully in a deep and affectionate
prayer dedicated to the beloved Mother Mary. This
song also represents Vietnam and all the suffering
that it endured.
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1. Me hi€u  long con
2. Biét ring Me  thudng
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day . long con chi muén ling nghe, hiy ling
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thinh , hiy ling thinh , cho  tim hidt ngan I8 tinh
con , mén thuong con, con  vui hit ngan I8 dang
ém, oi ngot ngao , nhu  tring sang dep ngan may
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ca ' vang hoa .
1én Me hién .
xanh Me di.
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